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From the Principal 

Dear Parents and Community Members … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           In Yr 2 Maths, students have              

                           been counting collections in  

                          different ways and finding   

                         missing numbers in familiar 

counting sequences. All students have completed 

three monitoring tasks: Counting sticks, Counting 

in different ways and Calculator counting. 

Term 2 Parents in our school                             

In Term 2, we are providing two opportunities for 

parents to be involved in our school.  

On Wednesday afternoons from 1.45 - 3.00, we 

are inviting parents to assist with preparation for  

the Athletics Carnival. If you have a particular  

talent or interest in any particular field or track  

    event, you are welcome to join our students and  

       staff in these lessons. 

         Please contact the School Office if you are  

         interested in assisting, we do need to know 

         beforehand as we use a Teaching and 

     Learning Sequence for every subject and your                      

 participation will become a part of our planning.                             

  

On Friday afternoons, we are having craft lessons                                   

for Prep-Yr 6. We would really like some parents  

 

 

 

 

 

Parade 
On our last Parade, we presented  

Sherri Bauer with her Leadership  

Badge as Shirley House Captain.  

or grandparents to share their talents with our 

students and staff from 1.45 - 3.00 on Fridays. 

Any help would be greatly appreciated. Please 

contact the School Office if you would like to join 

us as a helper - this should be a fun time for 

everybody. 

In our last Teaching and Learning Audit, it was 

noted that parents are not involved in our 

classroom activities. We are hoping that you may

It was a proud moment for  

her dad. We are delighted to have 

Sherri back in our school. 

 

be interested in joining us for either or both of 

these sessions at some time throughout Term 2. 

Parent Interviews 

We will be holding face-to-face interviews for all 

 

 

                                                 Madison’s parents,  

                                                 Ellie and Sam, were  

                                                 also proud of their  

                                                 daughter’s  

                                                 achievement of  

                                                 being the first Prep 

student to receive a certificate for the Golden 

Words in the M200 Magic Sight Words. 

All parents are welcome to join us for our next 

parade on Monday, March 15th. 

Thank you Nadine … 

I would like to give a special thank you to Nadine 

for all of the work that she has done for our 

students in her term as P&C President.  

 

 

students in Weeks 8 and 9. Interviews will be held 

at mutually convenient times. 

Miss Hetzel will conduct Prep -Year 1Interviews 

and Mrs Butler and I will conduct Parent 

Interviews for Years 2-6. 

We would like to have an interview for every 

child. 

Please contact the School Office to arrange a time 

that suits, either before or after school. We do 

have some limited time available during the 

school day - please ask if you would prefer one of 

these time slots. 

Welcome Carl … 

I look forward to working with Carl Anderson as 

our new P&C President and I wish to congratulate 

him on behalf of our school community. 

Elaine Pelling 

 



    

Ms Hetzel’s News  
 
As the term is nearing the end, it is important to 

finish off strongly. It can be difficult to motivate 

your child at this time of the term but this is a 

critical time for assessment and learning. Try to 

remind them of their learning goals for the term and 

how important it is to continue to work hard until 

the last day of term.  Please continue to send your 

child to school unless your child is sick. I look 

forward to the next few weeks with renewed energy 

and enthusiasm. 
 
Beginning Teacher Conference 

I was lucky enough over the past few days to attend 

a Beginner Teacher Conference in Gladstone. Here I 

could connect with other beginning teachers across 

the Gladstone area and gain some insight and 

knowledge to assist me with my teaching. The time 

spent in Gladstone was invaluable and I am excited 

to put what I have learned into practice.  

Some of the things we covered that I would like to 

incorporate into my teaching and learning are:  

 Teaching indigenous view points in the 

curriculum  

 Use of formative assessment to monitor 

student learning  

 Reflecting on my teaching practice to 

improve student outcomes  

 Including ICT and STEM into the classroom 

to increase student capabilities  
 
Maths 

Over the past week the Prep/1 have been learning 

about the language of position and direction. We 

have been learning about being over, under or 

behind something and have been practicing giving 

and receiving directions. You can discuss these 

terms with your child to help consolidate their 

understanding of the terms. 
 
English 

The Prep/1 classroom walls are filled with work on 

the English unit as we are almost at the end of our 

unit of work on fantasy texts! Our Prep/1 students 

have worked hard on retelling of stories and being 

able to give their own opinion using language from 

the story. Feel free to come and see our classroom 

and what hard work we have been doing.  
 
Health 

I have sent home a note with the Year One students 

on Friday about the Health assessment. Can you 

please fill out that small questionnaire about your 

child and send that back as soon as possible? For 

their assessment, the students will need to write a 

letter about how they have changed since they were 

a baby.  
 
Homework  

As the term comes to a close, we are introducing 

fewer sounds each week and focusing on 

consolidation of the sounds they have already 

learned. This week the sounds that the Preps will 

focus on are J and Z. They may also practise the 

sounds they have previously learned. Please 

remember to send in the Homework Books on 

Thursday. If it is not handed in, even if your child 

has completed the homework, they will need to stay 

in at first break because it has not been returned.  
 
Bronze Awards 

This term students at Banana State School have the 

opportunity to receive a Bronze Award at the end of 

the term for recognition of excellent behaviour and 

academic success. To receive an award the students 

must receive 5 Bronze Certificates in Mathletics as 

well as receiving 5 commendations in the following 

categories:  

 Listen to fellow students in class 

 Put rubbish in the bins provided 

 Use G rated language at school 

 Look after school property 

 Respect others’ space and property 

 Say please and thank you. 

These behaviours all exemplify our school rule Be 

Respectful.  
 

All students who achieve their Bronze Certificate 

will be part of a Rewards Activity to be held in the 

last week of term. 
 

Preps Learning About the Letter B  

Blowing Bubbles 

 
 

Elinor Hetzel-Bone 



    

Mrs Butler’s News                         
Student Council News 
The Student Council held a very 

successful cupcake stall last 

week raising $157.00. This is the 

most amount of money raised 

from a cupcake stall yet!  Thank 

you to everyone who baked; 

without your support, this would 

not have been possible.   
 

 
 

Friday March 19th 

Students are invited to wear orange in support of 

Bullying No Way!   

The definition of bullying is as follows.  Bullying 

is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in 

relationships through repeated verbal, physical 

and/or social behaviour that intends to cause 

physical, social and/or psychological harm.  It can 

involve an individual or a group misusing their 

power, or perceived power, over one or more 

persons who feel unable to stop it from happening.  

To learn more about bullying and the part you 

play in its prevention go to  

www.bullyingnoway.gov.au. 
 
Events still to come this term include: 

Sausage Sizzle 

Easter Disco/Raffle 
 
Donations for the Easter Raffle can be dropped 

into my classroom from next week (non-chocolate 

items can be brought in sooner).  If anyone has a 

cane basket etc that they no longer want, please 

feel free to re-gift it.  If we don’t use it for this 

raffle, we will certainly use it for our Christmas 

one. 
 
Why is regular attendance at school 

important? 

Regular school attendance will mean that your 

child gets a better chance at life. Your child will 

achieve better when they go to school all day, 

every school day:  

 they learn better 

 they make friends 

 they are happier 

 they have a brighter future. 

Our class is not tracking too well in terms of 

absenteeism.  I cannot emphasise enough how this 

affects students results and that from now until the 

end of the term we are busy with assessments.  

Please try to make appointments after school, or if 

possible on the holidays.  We appreciate that at 

times this is not possible.  It goes without saying, 

if your child is sick, keep them at home.  

Unfortunately, some students are missing school 

on a regular basis.  If necessary, students who 

regularly miss school will begin to make up for 

lost learning in their own playtime. 
 
Behaviour Goals 

Students have their behaviour goals for this term 

and are busy working towards those goals.  To 

achieve their goals, students must achieve 5 

Bronze Certificates in Mathletics and 5 

Commendations from the following list: 

 Listen to fellow students’ questions in 

class 

 put rubbish in the bins provided 

 use G rated language at school 

 look after school property 

 respect others’ space and belongings 

 say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ 
 
English 

Students have completed a character analysis from 

the books Dragon Quest and The Forests of 

Silence and are now preparing to write a fantasy 

story/first chapter depending on their year level.  I 

look forward to publishing some of their work in 

the near future.  It’s not too late for students to 

make creatures for our hanging display.  The 

students were very impressed with the witch that 

Mrs Butler (Cooper’s mum) made for us this 

week.  Thank you for spending so much of your 

time using your creative talents to brighten our 

classroom.     

 
Kay Butler 

http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/


    

P&C and Community News  
Our AGM was held last week – and our 2021 committee 

has been elected.  Thank you to everyone for stepping 

up and volunteering your time for the benefit of our 

school. 
 
President – Carl Anderson 

Vice President – Nicole Newman 

Secretary – Pip Galloway 

Vice Secretary – Helen Johnstone 

Treasurer – Katie Jones 

Vice Treasurer – Fiona Brumpton 
 
A big thank you needs to go to Nadine Kurtz for the 

huge amount of time and effort she has put in over the 

last 3 years as President.  Her achievements, along with 

the help of the previous committee, are evident within 

our school community.  There are a few points to 

consider this fortnight: 
 
TUCKSHOP – Currently there is no Tuckshop available 

to students.  We are still on the hunt for volunteers to 

help run it, and the position of Tuckshop Convenor has 

not been filled.  If you can help the P&C out with this 

position, please let anyone on the committee know.  The 

P&C is happy to be flexible in the service delivery to 

work around your other commitments.  If we are unable 

to fill this position, we are seeking ideas on how the 

Tuckshop could be run differently – this will be up for 

discussion at the next general meeting. 
 
MAINTENANCE OFFICER – Another position that 

was unable to be filled was the Maintenance Officer.  If 

you have an interest in this role, please contact the 

committee.  It will also be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
MEMBERSHIP – Membership to the P&C is free and I 

would like to see most of the families sign up.  When 

you have returned the membership and code of conduct 

forms, you will be added to the P&C email list and 

invited to the P&C private Facebook page.  This has 

been a great page for communicating upcoming events, 

school banking days, Tuckshop news, Brunch club 

menus, meeting reminders and now there will be an area 

where documents of interest will be uploaded.  If you 

can complete the forms and return them to Pip, she will 

be able to invite you.  
 
CENT SALE – The annual Cent Sale, one of our biggest 

fundraising events is happening this Sunday.  Gates 

open at 9am, with the draws starting at 10am sharp.   We 

are still in need of volunteers to help on the day, on the 

Saturday before and with pack afterwards.  Also, we 

really need baking please! Slices, cakes, biscuits are 

perfect.  Any gluten/dairy/egg free items you make 

please label them so we can put them aside for the 

appropriate people.   People can leave items in the 

fridge at tuckshop Friday, during set up on Saturday 

(9am) or by 7am Sunday.  Set up on Saturday will be 

from 9am until when we are done.  Also help will be 

needed on Sunday afternoon to pack up. Any helpers are 

most welcome! 
 

The next General Meeting is on Friday 26th March at 

1.45 pm in the new Library. 
 

Carl Anderson 

P&C President 

 

 
 

 

 

 

14/03 

 

 

Banana P&C Annual Cent Sale 

Banana State School 

Gates open at 9am  

Cent Sale Commences at 10am 
     

 

19/03 
 

National Day of Bullying 

 

15/03 

to 

26/03 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
Please contact the office to arrange a time for 

before or after school. 
    

 

 

26/03 

 

Cross Country 9:00am 
(10Yrs- 2011, 11Yrs- 2010 12Yrs- 2009) 

 

P&C Meeting 1:45pm in Library 
 

Student Council Easter Disco 
 

 

31/03 
 

Student Council Sausage Sizzle 

 

01/04 
 

DV Cross Country – Bauhinia SS 

 

02/04 
 

Good Friday – Holidays Commence 

 

19/04 
 

Term 2 Commences 

 

06-

07/05 

 

Student Council Mother’s Day Stall 
 

 

19/05 

 

Student Council Cupcake Day 
 

 

04/06 

 

Student Council  

Crazy Hair/Free Dress Day 
 

 

21/06 
 

School Photos 
       

 

21/07 
 

Hear & Say Screening 

 

08/09 
 

Prep Vision Screening 
   

 

             

 

calendar:T1:9am
calendar:T1:10am
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