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From the Principal 

Dear Parents and Community Members … 

Our School Leaders  

In this edition of our School Newsletter, I’d like to 

have a special focus on our School Leaders. 

One of our School Captains, Cooper Johnston, is 

lots of fun to be around. 

He shared this joke with me in his Homework last 

week - Why did the banana go to the hospital? He 

wasn’t peeling well. 

In Term 2, Cooper has been having fun with his 

Buddy, Adam Morgan. They made ANZAC 

poppies together and some days they play football 

together. 

Cooper is looking forward to drawing jellyfish 

with Adam, this Friday afternoon in Craft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie McCamley, our Student Council 

President, has been busy this week organising the 

Day for Dolly and cooking cupcakes for today’s 

Cupcake Stall. She always makes time for her 

Buddy, Mackenna. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie likes it when Mackenna plays with her at 

lunch, their favourite game is Freeze. 

Shanae Dales, our King House Captain, has been 

showing her Buddy, Madison, how to do Long 

Jump. Shanae thinks that Madison is going really 

well for her first attempts at this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McKennon Haley, also one of our School 

Captains, has been doing Craft and Long Jump 

with his Buddy, Layton Urquhart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Layton is 

lots of fun 

and they have made ANZAC poppies together and 

beautiful cards for Mothers Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherri Bauer, our Shirley House Captain, has been 

practising Long Jump with her Buddy, Leilani. 

Sherri is very impressed with Leilani’s progress 

and they have lots of fun together.  Elaine Pelling 



 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ms Hetzel’s News  

 

We are almost halfway through the term and well on 

our way into our learning. Here is what we have 

been up to in the Prep/1 classroom … 

 

English 

This term in English we are analysing persuasive 

advertisements. We have been looking at lots of 

different cereal boxes analysing the characters and 

features of the cereal box that companies use to 

persuade parents to buy them. We have also been 

making inferences about characters and pictures. We 

make an inference when we use the clues in the text 

and our own knowledge to make a good guess.  The 

Preps have begun writing and are doing a great job 

of writing a sentence using familiar words and 

words they have sounded out.  

 

HASS 

This term in Humanities and Social Science we have 

continued looking at our past and how we have 

changed. On Monday, the students sequenced some 

photos of Ms Hetzel as a baby, toddler and child and 

we talked about what milestones a person achieves 

at each of those stages. Next it is their turn! Could 

parents please send in an A4 sheet of paper with a 

photo of your child as a baby, a toddler and now. 

We will then sequence those photos and the Year 1s 

will talk about how they have changed since they 

were a baby. 

 

Maths 

The students are now finishing up their pattern unit 

and are now on to learning all about time. The Preps 

will focus on learning the days of the week, learning 

about what happens on particular days and 

sequencing events on how long they will take. The 

Year 1s will be learning to read a digital and 

analogue clock as well as sequencing how long an 

event might take. 

 

 

 

Science  

The Year 3 and Year 4s have been hard at work 

learning about the factors that affect animals and 

plants including other animals, temperature and 

humans. Soon they will pick an endangered animal 

to begin researching the positive and negative 

factors in that animal’s lifecycle in more detail.  

 

Music 

In Music we have learned a new song to get the 

attention of the class and signal that it is time to 

listen. It goes like this 

 

It’s time to get up, it’s time to get up 

show me your ears when you’re listening. 

It’s time to get up, it’s time to get up 

Show me your eyes when you’re looking.  

 

Digital Technology 

In Digital Technology we have been learning all 

about algorithms which are sequenced instructions 

that we use to tell us what to do. Next week we will 

be beginning to use algorithms to solve problems 

using the Bee Bots. 

 

Parent Helpers 

I am still chasing parent helpers for Reading Groups 

on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday morning 

from 9am to 9:30am. I would like to extend a big 

thankyou to Melanie Shannon who has volunteered 

her Monday mornings to help out. Please let me 

know if you are available.  

 

Homework 

Thank you to the continued effort of parents and 

students to get our homework in on time. Please 

remember if homework is not returned it may affect 

the Silver Award given out at the end of term. There 

are also a few Home Readers that are not returned. 

Can you please hunt for these and return them with 

homework on Thursday? Thankyou. 

 

Elinor Hetzel-Bone 

 



 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mrs Butler’s News                         
Callide Valley Show 

Congratulations to 

Nicholas Hare who 

came 2nd for his 

artwork in the 

collage section at 

the Callide Valley 

Show last week.  If 

you did visit the 

show, I hope you 

got to view our 

school display set up 

in the pavilion.   

 

NAPLAN 

Thank you to the P & C for supplying the 

students with a nutritious and delicious 

breakfast to the students who participated in 

NAPLAN.  They appreciated it very much. 

Thank you to the students for doing your best 

on each test.   

HASS 

As students continue to learn about the 

changes in technology over time, here is 

what they have to say about the changes to 

transport. 

 

One of the many changes is that transport 

has become safer.  Less people have been 

injured because they have been wearing 

seatbelts.   

Angelo 

 

One of the many changes over time is that 

cars today are faster than cars in the past. 

Milania   

 

Another change in travel is it is safer.  On a 

horse and cart in a storm, the horse could get 

scared, buck and you could go flying through 

the air. 

Frederick 

 

One of the many changes over time is that 

transport has become a lot faster.  Back in 

the old days it took days to get to 

Rockhampton from Banana. 

Adisyn 

 

Another change is how safer it is to travel 

now.  In the olden days, they had no roof, 

seat belts or air bags. 

Ariela 
 
One of the many changes over time is that 

transport has become a lot more 

comfortable.  In the past, there were no air 

conditioning or airbags.  Now people can 

listen to a song on the radio while driving 

and they will stay warmer.  It would be a lot 

more comfortable to drive somewhere today 

than in the past. 

Dawson 
 
Science 

Next week, students in Yrs 5/6 will begin 

conducting their investigation into mould 

growth.  So far, as a group, they have 

investigated the effects of light on plant 

growth and have discovered that the best 

amount of sunlight a tomato plant should 

have to obtain maximum growth is 18 hours 

a day. 

Student Council 

This week the Student Council have held two 

activities.  Do it for Dolly Day was held on 

Monday and our Cupcake Stall was today.  

We will advise you in our next newsletter on 

the amount of money raised for each event. 
 
Recipe Book  

All students will have received a letter referring 

to the possibility of publishing a recipe book.  

Please send the permission slip back by Friday, 

so that I can gauge the interest in the project.  

The aim is to have every child at this school 

contribute and for this to happen it will need the 

support of the parents. 

 

Kay Butler 



 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

P&C and Community News  
What a pleasure it was to go to the Biloela Show 

and see such wonderful pictures and entries from 

our Banana kids – the Banana School display was 

epic – well done to all students and staff who 

curated such a great exhibit. 
 
Meetings 

We had our General Meeting last week – thanks to 

all who attended.  We still have had no volunteers 

to take on running the Tuckshop – so there will be 

no tuckshop available for the students until there 

is someone willing to take on the role.  The next 

meeting will be held towards the end of term on 

the 16th of June.  Please contact Pip to add any 

items to the agenda at any time prior to the 

meeting. 
 
Brunch Club 

Brunch Club on Fridays continues to be run 

extremely well – thanks to Leea Butler and 

Nadine Kurtz for the wonderful job you are doing 

there.  We are still requiring volunteers to help 

with prep in the mornings – so if you are 

available, please contact Leea to co-ordinate.  Any 

help is always greatly appreciated. 
 
Looking forward to all the exciting events that are 

happening this term, and hope everyone is 

keeping warm now that winter is suddenly upon 

us. 

P&C Committee 
 

Friday Arts and Crafts 

In Week 8, the students will be tie dying as part of 

our Arts and Craft afternoons. Each student will 

need to bring an item for them to dye. Any item of 

clothing is fine (socks / singlet / shirt / pillowcase) 

Big W has plain white t-shirts available for $3 and 

pillowcases on sale for $3. Can you please send 

these items to school ASAP so that we can 

organise this activity! If a student doesn’t have a 

item to dye then they will not have anything to 

take home. 

Banana State School Name Board 

You may have noticed that the name board has 

been missing from the front of the school for some 

time. We are in the process of refurbishing it and 

would like to invite any current or past families 

who would like to be included to it to contact the 

school. Cost to participate would be $25 per 

plaque. Included on the plaque is Family Name, 

Property Name (if applicable) and Year 

Commenced/Finished. Please contact Charmaine 

if you would like to participate.  

 
 

20/05 
   

 

Homework Club 8:30am 
 

 

24/05 
 

Homework Club 8:30am 
 

26/05 
 

Homework Club 8:30am 
 

27/05 
 

Homework Club 8:30am 

 

31/05 
 

Homework Club 8:30am 

 

02/06 
 

Homework Club 8:30am 

 

03/06 
 

Homework Club 8:30am 

 

04/06 

 

Student Council  

Crazy Hair/Free Dress Day 
 

 

07/06 
 

 

Athletics Carnival 
 

 

11/06 
 

Craft Afternoon all students require 

an item to Tie Dye 
See Mrs Stevens or Mrs Haley for further 

details 
 

16/06 
 

P&C Meeting 
 

21/06 
 

School Photos 
       

 

21/07 
 

Hear & Say Screening 

 

08/09 
 

Prep Vision Screening 
 

 

18/09 
 

150th Anniversary Celebrations 

 

Make an Offer 

The school has recently upgraded their large 

laminator. If anyone would like a large poster size 

laminator we ask that you make an offer with the 

money being donated to the Student Council. The 

laminator is still operation however is approx. 12 

years old and has no laminating rolls with it but 

they are still able to be easily purchased. Please 

submit your offer to admin@bananass.eq.edu.au 

by Friday, May 28th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laminating rolls not included. 

mailto:admin@bananass.eq.edu.au
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1871 – 2021 
150th Anniversary 

of 
Education in Banana 

 

 

INVITATION 
Banana State School Community 

Has pleasure in inviting 

Past & present families, staff and community members 
 

To attend this celebration 
 

Saturday, 18th September 2021 
10:00am – 4:30pm 

 
Banana State School 
32 Bramston Street 

Banana 
 

Luncheon cost and details to be advised 
RSVP by Wednesday, 23rd June 2021 

Banana State School 
07 49959 333 

admin@bananass.eq.edu.au 
 

Banana Hotel Motel is available for accommodation and is hosting a dinner in the evening for 
those wishing to ‘party on’. For further details or bookings please contact the Banana Hotel Motel 

directly on 07 49957 232 or email: bhm@bananahotel.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@bananass.eq.edu.au
mailto:bhm@bananahotel.com.au
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Recipe Book 

Dear Parents 

I am investigating the idea of compiling a recipe book as a fundraiser for the Student Council and have 

it published in time for our 150th celebrations. 

 

It will only work if everyone contributes something.  If students are unable to do this at home, I will 

work with them at school to come up with a recipe for their favourite food. 

 

I would also like to include photos of the students preparing their recipe and a photo of the end product 

to make it more personal and also so that the book is not full of recipes that most people won’t make. 
 
Some ideas are listed below: 
 

• Christmas recipes 

• Week night dinners 

• Easy school lunches 

• Morning/Afternoon tea 

• Multicultural recipes 

• Family favourite recipes (recipes from Grandma) 

• Kids party food 

You are welcome to contribute more than one 

recipe, however only one will need to include 

photos of the students.  I would like to include 

some photos of the other recipes that you send in 

to add to the recipe book to make it more interesting. 

I am open to any other suggestions that you may have.  I also want to know if this 

is something that you would like your child to participate in so I am including a 

survey form that will need to be returned to the school by Friday. 

 

Your sincerely 

Kay Butler                                                                                                                                            

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

I give/do not permission for my child to participate in the school recipe book.  

 I give/do not give permission for my child to have their photo published.   

Student/s name/s _______________________________________________________                                                 

Parent signature _______________________ 

 



 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Re: Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) 

Between May and July this year, our school will be taking part in the Australian Early Development Census 
(AEDC). This is a nationwide census/survey of early childhood development held once every three years. The 
AEDC is an Australian Government initiative run by the Department of Education, Skills and Employment and 
includes all children in their first year of full-time school. 

The AEDC provides vital information to communities about how children are developing in the crucial early 
years. AEDC data is relied upon by schools, early childhood organisations, researchers and government to 
inform planning and improve services and supports for children and families. 

The AEDC Instrument is completed by teachers about children in their first year of full-time school. The AEDC is 
voluntary and is not a school test. The information collected gives a picture of how children are developing 
before they start school in five key areas or domains. It shows what is being done well, and what can be 
improved. This is why it is important for all children in their first year of full-time school to be included in the 
AEDC.  

What does this mean for your child? 

Children do not need to do anything to be included in the census and will attend class as usual throughout the 
data collection period, which will commence on 20/05/2021. During the census, teachers will record information, 
including children’s names and dates of birth, based on their knowledge and observations of each child in their 
class. Teachers answer questions relating to the five key domains of early childhood development including; 
Physical health and wellbeing, Emotional maturity, Social competence, Language and cognitive skills (school-
based) and Communication skills and general knowledge. You can see all the questions at 
https://www.aedc.gov.au/avedi.  

You can be confident that your child’s privacy will be protected.  

We understand how important it is to keep your child’s information private. This is why we use a secure site to 
collect and keep your child’s information. The AEDC is managed in accordance with the Australian Privacy 
Principles (APPs). The APPs regulate the collection, use, disclosure and storage of personal information by 
Australian government agencies, and some private sector organisations, and is part of the Privacy Act 1998 
(Cth). APPs also form part of applicable state and territory privacy legislation and policies.  

AEDC results for individual children are not reported and data about each child is de-identified. Children’s 
names, ages, addresses and schools are not included when AEDC information is made publicly available. 
Individual children cannot be identified when AEDC information is linked with information from other 
organisations (such as health departments). 

You can see how data is collected and presented by visiting www.aedc.gov.au/data. Data from the 2021 
collection will be presented in a similar way. 

Access to the de-identified AEDC data is limited to the following groups:   

Communities 

Your child’s data will be combined with data from the other children living within the same community. 
Communities only receive information about how their children are doing when most schools and children 
participate. 

Schools 

Your child’s data will be combined with data from the other children in the school. Only schools have access to 
their school report and individual children cannot be identified.  



 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Governments 

State and Territory government and non-government (Catholic and Independent) schools receive de-identified 
information for all children in their schools. 

Researchers 

Researchers can apply for de-identified data from the AEDC program or for AEDC data linked to other data to 
answer research questions. For examples about how researchers have used AEDC data visit 
https://www.aedc.gov.au/snapshots. 

What do parents need to do?  

The department seeks your consent to collect personal information about your child from our school, for the 
purposes of the AEDC. This includes known information about your child’s health.  

If you consent to the collection of your child's information, you do not need to do anything. 

If you do not consent to the collection of your child's information, please contact Elaine 
Pelling@admin.bananass.eq.edu.au before 20.05.2021. 

To find out more about the AEDC, please read the frequently asked questions section on the AEDC website at 
https://www.aedc.gov.au/parents/faqs or phone 1800 092 548. 

Your child’s data will only be used for the purpose described in this letter. The Privacy Statement contained on 
the AEDC website provides detailed descriptions about protection and access and can be found at: 
www.aedc.gov.au/parents/privacy-statement 

Thank you for supporting the AEDC. 

 

PELLING, Elaine 
Principal 
Banana State School 
------------------------ 
49959 333 
 

 

 

http://www.aedc.gov.au/parents/privacy-statement

